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BRETHREN, 

HES E two Sermons (printed at your Re- 
*V queſt) I beg your Acceptance of. As it is 
a Preſent from a Friend, poſſibly you may 
take it kind, as, J aſſure you, they are de- 
fign'd for your Good, I hope you'll conſider them well. 
Tf fo, your End will be anſwered, and ſo will mine. 


Don't be diſcourag'd at the Deſertion of one of 
ö our * Neighbours ; as he ome determin'd to prove all 
Rigs J hope at laſt hell held faſt that which 1s 

good. I e i 
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1 Thefl. ch. 5. v. . 23. 


The v God: 6 Peace, andy wbolh; and 1 
ay God of whole 7 Soul, and Body be 
preſerved blameleſs to the as of our Lord 


J, G, 


Is Epiſtle k. the very ® Fut in Order 
of Time, of all the Epiſtles that St. Paul 
Sa wrote. It contains a-great deal of found 
= and uſeful Doctrine, and is manifeſtly cal- 
cl for the Promotion of 'Ha ineſs Private and 
Social, Tem as well as E 
With Regard to theſe Theſſalonians St. Paul had 
gain'd a very conſiderable Point. He had the Plea- 


ſure of Writing to thoſe who well weigh'd and con- 


fider'd what he wrote. Not but he met with ſome 
very implacable Enemies here as well as in other 


Places. Some unbelieving Jews in particular, who 
behav'd themſelves in a very diforderly Manner, 


gave great Offence to the Apoſtle, and very much 


obſtructed the Efficacy and Succeſs of his Labours. 


But as to the Generality of them, his Preaching 
and his Entrance in unto them, as he expreſſes him- 


—— — 


ſelf, (Ch. 2. v. 1.) was not in uain. They plainly 


—_ 


. Grotius indeed is of a different Opinion, and thinks that v what we 
call the Second, was wrote before it. But the Learned haye agreed, 


that in this he was miſtaken. 


[2]. 
perceiv'd from Part of his Conduct, that his 
| whole and ſole Deſign was, and could. be, wah, ro 
make them good Men and gel Chriſtians.” To 
this End, he did not uſe the little, mean Artifice/pf 
Fattering Wards, (Veife z.) his Caufe Was too Food 
to ſtand in Need of that; he did not put on the 
wicked, villainous Cloke o A. Cover eſneſs, in order 
to make a Gain of them; was not at any Time, 
tho' he fays he might have been, hurthenſome or 

chargeable unto them; no, he was deſirous of na 
but to further them in the great and important 
Work of their Salvation; faithfully to execute his 
Maſter's Commands, ſtrictly and regularly to diſ- 
charge the Miniſterial Office, and to propoſe to 
them a ſure and infalliblè Metiod here, of ſecuring 
to themſelves an exceeding and eternal Weight of 
Glory hereafter This was the Principle upon 
which he acted, this was his“ Aim, his only View. 
And the more effectually to engage them to a chear- 
ful Compliance with, and a conſcientious Obſer- 
vance of, the Rules he had preſcrib d, to an earneſt 
and vigorous Proſecution of their Fry — _— 9 
they might make the more conſiderable 
it; his whole Behaviour towards them, and Ap — 
{onal Converſation with them, was ſuch, as did and 
could proceed from nothing but an honeſt Simplici- 
ty and a Godly Sincerity. Where he finds them 
remiſs and negligent,” there he endravours to en- 
courage, to animate, to quicken their Obedience. 
Where, in Point of Practice, their Behaviour has been 
any Way unwarrantable, there, in an affectionate, 
friendly Manner, he reproves them, and + ſets be- 
os them the Things that wa had done. —Thus, 


75 '® Hic Hbor, hoc opus et. + Plalm 50. 21. 


— 


they 


_ 


om 


th 1 8580 pon ben, er Kall ad- Kü FN 75 


e conſiders them (like Trmutby) as his Sons i 
the Faith ; they have $: hole bim, he a Re- 
= for AY he K. and hey the Seal and 
of his Apoſt 
is db Vi View + hit the Miniſter of Chriſt 
49 to have; this is the Way, by much the moſt 
likely Way, to render our Preaching effectual, and 
your Hearing profitable. And the Uſe I ſhall make 
of the Paſſage before us, of the Conduct of the 
Apoſtle, as well as that of his Converts, ſhall be 
to enlarge upon the three following Heads. 

Firſt, That the Clergy are aria IT. oblig'd. not 
only to pray for thoſe. committed to their Care, but, 

n all Caſes. whatever, eſpecially thoſe of a Spiritual 
Nati to do them all the — and friendly Oth- 
ces they poſſibly can. 
| Secondly, The The equal Obligation the People are 
under, not to invade, or vilify their Office, v2 with 
H umility to receive, and with Chearfulneis to com- 
ply with their Directions. 

Thirdly, The different Conſequences (with regard 
to both) "Ma will attend a regular Obſervance or a 
plain Neglect of theſe Duties. 

I ſhall 5 with a Word or two of Advice, 
ſuch as I a end may be r for me to give, 
and abſolutely for 1 e 

I begin with the Firſt, That the Clergy are 
ſtrictly oblig'd not only to 9 pray for thoſe 3 
to their Care, but, in all Caſes whatever, eſpecially 
thoſe of a Spiritual Nature, to do them all x wire 
and friendly Offices they poſlibly can. 

The Work of the Miniſtry is ſurely a very high 

Employment, and many Things are requiſite and ab- 
© Sag ſolutely 


141 
8 ry: fot the due Diſcharge of it. Tis 
t 8 Cbryſoltom thought ſo, who, tho“ 

Lanarat good Man, (and therefore indeed the more 
Sable I, ne Weight of it) hid himſelf for a con- 
fiderable Time, purpoſely to decline it; and not- 
withſtanding the frequent Importunities, the earneſt 
Solicitations of many of his moſt intimate Friends, 
it was no leſs than four, Years after that, before he 
could think himſelf qualify'd for it, and accordingly 
be perſuaded to it ——So great was his Modeſty, fo 7 
conſcientious his Principles. 
It ĩs very certain that in the primitive Times, alt 
the Orthodox: and Regular Clergy conſcientiouſly 
applied themſelves, with the utmoſt Diligence and 
Induſtry, to the Promotion of the Spiritual Welfare 
of thoſe over whom the * Holy Ghoſt had made thene 
Overſeers, imploying themſelves in all Acts of Piety 
and Offices of Chari ; conſtantly preaching to their 
People, praying wi them, and carefully watching 
over them; and hence it was, as St. Cyprian has ob- 
ſerv'd, that they were generally look'd upon related to 
their Hocke, in the ſame Manner as a Shepherd to 
bis Sheep, or rather, a Parent to his Family. Here- 
in they have ſet us a moſt excellent Example, which, 
J hope, hitherto has been, at preſent is, and always 
will be ſtrictly and rel igiouſſy obſerved. 

It is undoubtedly in the Power of every Clergy- 
man, as ſuch, todo u great deal of Good}; and ac- 
cording as he is able, he is requir'd to do it, As 
bad as the World is, (and God knows'tis bad enough) 
yet ſtill, the Miniſters of Chriſt are not deſpiſed, 
merely for being ſo. Let them behave themſelves 
as 5 they ſhould o, act in Character, deſerve — 


n 


® 40. 20. 28. 


>: 


and they'll ſeldom fail of it. Then; thoſe only will 


deſpiſe them, 


| y whom, really, they ſhould chooſe 
to be deſpiſed. e 


In all Caſes, without Exception, to whom much 


has been given, of them the more will be expected; 
and the higher the Office any one bears in the 
Church, the more he'll have to anſwer for. On 
the one Hand, his Reward will riſe in Proportion 
to his Labours, and be ſhall have * abundance; on 
the other, his Guilt will be aggravated, and his Pu- 
niſhment increas d, according to the Nature of his 
Crimes, and the Dignity of Tis + Station too. 

The Clergy, (the Kanggs, or Sors Dei) are empha- 
tically ſtyl'd in Scripture, the Miniſters 4 of Chrift, 
and Stewards of the Myſteries of God ; and it is ex- 
preſly ſaid; and ſtrictly requir'd of Stewards that a 
Man be found faithful, As their Undertaking is 
great, ſo ſhou'd their Care be as to the due Per- 
formance of it. | * 

In the Form of Ordination, the firſt Queſtion 
put to thoſe who come to be ordained, is this, 
Do you truft that you are inwardly mov d by the Holy 
Ghoſt to take upon you this Office and Miniftrati- 
on, to ſerve God for the Promoting of his Glory, and 
the Edifying of his People? A Queſtion of very 
great Import, and ſuch as I apprehend no Man can 
properly anſwer, but he who has ſeriouſly and con- 
fiderately weigh'd the Matter, and in Conſequence 
of that, is determin'd, to the utmoſt of his Power, 
to fulfil the Intention of it. When a Man has thus, 
in the more immediate Preſence of God, and the 


Face of the Congregation, ſolemnly dedicated him- 


= Mart. 25. 29. + Mighty Men Hall be mighti/ Arid 
Wiſdom 6. 4 8 2 1 Cor. 4. I, 2. * : 
B ſelf 


"3 
: 
it 


——̃ = - ——_— 


Ken | 

elt Ee. Services to the Honour of God: and 15 
Edifying * of the Body of Chrift, furely he ſhould 
then look upon himſelf as quite a different Perſon, 

and for the future to be engaged in quite a differ- 
ent Way ; and accordingly, _ his Station, his Pre- 
ferment (as we call it) be what it will, High or 
Low, Rich or Poor, + his Delight ould be in the 
Law of of the Lord, and in his Law ſhould he exerciſe 
himſe 1 Day and Night. 

; firſt 4 etting out, let his great Care be, by a 
regular Behaviour and an exemplary Lit, to engage 
the Eſteem and Affection of thoſe among whom he 
is to reſide. If he is ſtrict as to the former of theſe, 
and if he ſucceeds in the latter, every Thing may 
be made eaſy. For tho', tis true indeed, the Pu- 

rity of the Doctrine does not depend oo the Picty 
of the Teacher, yet ſtill, and eſpecially with Re- 
rd to thoſe of an inferior Rank, this has always 

d a very conſiderable Wei Fur Much more Good 
may be done by Þ living, 25 barely by preaching 
well. || Be ye clean t at . bear the ” e ſo io 
Lord. 9. Holineſs becometh the Hou 
particularly the Miniſters that atten a 

Again; he muſt not only in all Reſpects ſet them 
a good Exam ple, but he muſt likewiſe have a Re- 
gard for 1 — He ſhould ** gather them together 
as a Hen doth gather her Brood under her Wings, 
and ſhould endeavour to convince them, as much as 
he poſſibly can, that II he ſeeks not theirs but tt 
them. I will not lay that a Clergyman is ſtrictly 


* Epheſ. 4. 12. 7 Pf. 1. 2. f Efficacius eſt vitz quam lin- 


| = teſtimonium. St. Cypr.———-Bonum eſt rea et honeſta PIR, 
e 


d nifi et facias mendacium 2 Lat ant ius. | * 
* [luke 1 . 


E. 93: 145 2 Cor. 12.1 {t Nor 
like Can, who did not ſeek Sacriſices for God, but p iy for himſelf. 
1 Sam. 15. 19. 

oblig'd 


. a " 


7 ] = 

oblig'd to ſpend all his 1151 among his Pariſhion- 
ers, (I hope he is not;) but I w//7 fay, and (Tm 
ſure Fe very goon Authority for it) that either 
he, or a proper Perſon, under him, ſhould allow 
them a very conſiderable Part of it: Becauſe, by 
this Means, what he fays. or does, will make a 
deeper Impreſſion, and probably be better taken ; 
whereas, Without this, many Things neceſſary, muſt 
neceſſarily be omitted, | 2 
The Primitive Chriſtians, for the more Confirma- 
tion of the Faith, and'that their Labours might be 
more ſucceſsful, in many Caſes underwent the ſe- 
vereſt * Hardſhips. Thank God, we are upon a 
much eafiet Footing ; nothing is expected of us, 
but what may be done, Es FOR. by with very 
little Trouble, and without any Fatigue. At pre- 
ſent, thoſe only meet with Difficulties, in the Diſ- 
charge of their Duty, who either are uneaſy in their 
Way of Life, or elſe have raſhly undertaken more 
than they can eaſily perfggm. 
But farther: All Mankind in general are related 
as Bfethren, and every Chriſtian, as ſuch, is to do 
his Neighbour all the Good he + can. This Qbli- 
pation, with Regard to the Clergy, riſes ſomewhat 
nigher, They are required EY) not to 
look on their ewn Things only, but Ty one alſo 7: 
en the Things of others. They are to look out. for 
Opportunities of doing Good, and are not only to 
practiſe it themſelves, but to recommend it: to 
others, In Rclation to themſelves, according* to 
their Abilities, they ſhou'd relieve the Neceſlitots, 
comfort the Diſtreis'd, || ſupport the Weak, and, in 


* 


| 5 * 
* Heb. 11. 37, + Homo ſum, humani nihil a me alienum puta; 
T Philipp. 2. 4 | Act. 20. 35. 5 
We B 2 ſhort, *%. 


_ _— — — 
2 


| 8 3 | 

ſhort, be as extenſively good as their Circumſtances 
will admit of, Not that they are oblig'd to beſtow 
all their Goods to feed * the Poor, (hib, believe, 
a great many would be glad if they were;) No, 
Part of them they my , and ought to reſerve for 
themſelves, and eſþecta is + or thoſe o their own 
Houſe ; Part of them too, they may lawfully and 
innocently enjoy. As to the Remainder, the more 
charitably that is diſpos d of, the better. 

With Regard to Spirituals, provided Py obſerve 
a proper Method, they cannot exert themſelves too 
much. Let chem preach the Word; I be inflant 


in Seaſon and out if Seaſon, Fe de rebuke, ex- 


hort with all Authority, t what they &, en- 
tirely agree with what they /ay ; their Prog:bing 
and their Practice ſhould go Hand in Hand. In 
one Word ; let them make it their fole Endeavour, 
their only Care, to ſave them ſelves & and them that 
hear them. 

From the Duties loben upon the Clergy, 
2 we, Scrandh to the Reſpect due to them 
rom the Laity ey are not to at or  vilify 
their Office, Yo! with Humility to receive, and 
with Chearfulneſs to comply with their Directions. 

The very great Deference and Reſpect formerly 
paid to em, every one needs muſt know, who has 


been at all acquainted with the Infant State of 


Chriſtianity. (Thus) the early Chriſtians, not only 
fold their Revenues, but brought the Money ** and 
laid it at the Apoſtles Feet , entirely ſubmitted it to 
their Diſpoſal ; imagining that by this Means, it 
might not only be more properly, but, with Re- 


* 77 2 + 1 Tim. c. 8. t 2 Tim. 4. 2. | Titus 
gard 


im. 4. 16, ** 421 4. 37. 


[9] DRE 
to themſelves, more advantageouſly diſtributed. 
Ink Succeſſors indeed, by no Means pretend to an 
equal Merit with Them. But, our Authority is 
every Way ſufficient, tho all are not * Apoftles,—— 
As to any particular Marks of Reſpect, theſe we 
can eaſily difpenſe with, and very _ give up. 
We only defire, and that my your Account more 
than our own, that you'll allow us a favourable 
Hearing, then, n preach /you'll 51 ſo 
as to practi y, as it is agteeable to 
—— of God, warranted by Scripture, and ne- 
to everlaſting Salvation. + If any Man teach 
otherwiſe, and conſent not to wholſome Words, even 
the Words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the: Dor 
trine which is according to Godlineſs, fo far from 
being reſpected, that Þ le him be accurſed. Let 
him be-look'd u 2 —— 
like his Maſter) a Decei ver of the Brethren. The 
igher his Station, the more conſpicuous let his 
Diſgrace be. Let || his Wickeaneſs be had in Ne- 
membgance in the Sight of the Lord, and not only in 
the next but in the preſent Generation, let his Name 
be clean put out: But then, Let & not the Righteous 
be condemnid with the Wicked, that the Righteous 
fhould be as the Wicked, let not that be. Let thoſe 
who are fincere and hearty in the Cauſe of God, 
who are an Ornament to their Profeſſion, and * 
adorn the Doctrine of God their Saviour in all Thin 95, 
_ them who thus |||| rule well, be accounted — 
double Honour, and 14 eſteem them wery hi 8500 18 
e for their Works Sake. 


— F 1 7 6 Dr . — 
1 18. 235. Tetus 20. 10. vl I Tim. $- 1% 1 
t 1 7% 13 


2 

The Welfare of the Soul is much more to be con- 
fader d than that of the Body; Eternal HH pinels is 
vaſtly preferable to Temporal ; therefore wha 
have at all contributed to the Saving F a Soul from 
Death, have thereby very much advanced the Glory 
of God, and in the higheſt Inſtance ſhewn their 
Good- wall towards Men, They cannot be too much 
eſteemed, too much reſpected, as being emphatically 
Servants of God, and eminently Friends to Man- 
kind. It is impoſlible, it is not in the Nature of 
Things to make them an equa! Return, becauſe, 
from the Words of our Bleſſed Saviour , himfelf, 
there is nothing that a- Man can give in Exchange 
Jon his Soul. 

It is very certain, chat the Practical and Reveren- 
tial Sentiments due to Religion and Vartuc, are not 
entertained in the — they ſhould be. It is 
likewiſe certain that as this is a "Fault, it ought to be 
corrected. No Man: ſhould be fo over-wiſe, fo 
felf-ſufficient, as to be above Inſtruction. The Uſe 
and Importance then of a ſtanding Miniſtry for the 
ſeveral Views and Purpoſes of Religion; and more 
eſpecially for the Diſpenlatian of the Word of God, 
muſt neceffarily be acknowledg d; and they who 
have a proper Authority, to repreſent (publickly) the 
Neceſſity of Vertue, and the Conſequences of Vice, 
to expoſe the one, and to recommend the other, have 
not only a Right to be heard, but, to be beard too 
very attentively. Whereas, for others, officiouſly to 
N their Province, maliciouſly to miſrepreſent their 

uct, purpoſely to obſtruct their Labours, is 
wicked, and conſequently unwarrantable. In this 
Caſe hear and obſerve wat our Bleſſed Saviour told 


—B 


q Mat. 16. 26. 


the 


* 
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As Diſci ples : He that de eth you, pied 
me, and be n e me, Fe: 1 155 him "Wh TN 
"mY — Be Head. 3 


When an y Duty comes recommended to you, al- 
low it a fair and ferious Conſideration, then 1 it 
make a proper Impreſſion, and if you had before 
omitted it, let it produce a thorough Reformation. 

Is the Heinouſheſs, the Deformity, the Abſurdity, 
the Danger of Vice, the Preachers Topick? Let 
that deter you from the Commiſlion of i it. So act, as 
to be able to give an Account of your Actions, ſo 
Judge your ſelves, that ye be not judged of the Lord, and 3 
remember, that on this depends nothing leſs than I 
your Eternal Happineſs or Miſery. 72, 5% unſbeak- 1 
able and full of Glory on the one Hand, Torments un- 1 


utterable and Flames inextinguiſhable on the other. 
And ſo I proceed, Third, to the different Conſe- 
quences wi Regard both to the Preachers and the 
Hearers of the Goſpel, that will attend a regular Ob- 
ſervance, or a plain Neglect of their reſpective Duties. 
Where are Words ſufficient to ex preſs the very 
great Happineſs they ſhall be advanced to, who have 
co-operated with the Son of God in Reforming the 
World, + turn'd many unto Righteouſneſs, ſet forth 
the G hory of God, and both by their Life and Doctrine 
ſet forward the Salvation of Men. As they have been 
|| Faithful and wiſe Servants, & be is faithful who | 
has promis d, an will reward their Labours. -An- 
gels ſhall one Day carry * them into Abraham's "If 
Boſam, and Heaven and Earth proclaim their Praiſe, If 
ell done good and faithful Servant, thou 
baft been faithful over a few Tl * 1 will male | 
* Luke 10. 16. 1 4416 8. 1 Dan. 13. 3. Matt. 44 45 | | 


$ Heb. 10. 23. Luke 16. 22. fl Matt. 25. 23. | 


thee 


1 
thee Ruler over many Things, enter thou into the Foy 
of thy Lord. Thou haſt taken good Heed unto thy 
and unto thy Doctrine; and (like thy Bleſſed 
aſter) of - them + whom I gave thee haſt thou 
E none; none by ill Example, none by Neglect of 
ty. Thou haſt been true to thy God, to thy 
Neighbour, and to thy ſelf. Not thou + ſhall cat 
the Labour of thine Hands, O well is thee and happy 
falt thou be ——|| Lift up your Heads O ye Gates, 
and be ye lift up ye everlaſting Doors. $ This is 
the Gate of the Lord, the Righteous ſhall enter into 
it. ** Thus ſhall it be done unto the Man whom 
the King of Kings delighteth to honour ——|||| But 
as for thoſe mine Enemies who would not that I ſhould 
reign over them, bring them hither and flay them be- 
fare me. ++ Let Death come haſtily upon them, 
and let them go down quick into Hell, for Mictedneſi 
has been in their Dwellings and among them. — 
Let them be laid down in the loweſt Pit, in a 
Place of Darkneſs and in the Deep. 
They have join'd with the grand Apoſtate in the 
Ruin of Souls, like him have been indefatigably in- 
duſtrious /teking whom they might devour. Their 
very +Þ+ Prayers have been turn d into Sin; and 
why ? Their Sl Preaching was of Curfing and Lies. 
Hear then ye Shepherds that have fed yourſelves 
and not the Flock. Ye ltd not after that 
which was left, ye did not correct him that wander d, 
nor bound up him that was lame, but yet, ye did eat 
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their Mill, and were cover d with. their Wobk, 
Groſly have ye abuſed the Truſt .repog'd in you, 
ſhamefully have ye neglected the Souls committed 
to your Care, and inſtead of ſhewing them the 
Way to Heaven, have hurried them down to Hell. 
* It is na good Report of you that ye have made the 
Lord's People to tranſgreſs. | Therefore I will de- 

troy the :+ Fat and the Strong, the Great and the 
Mighty, the Rich and the Powerful among you, 
obs I will feed you with Fudgment, + Weep. now 
and howl, for your Mijeries. are come upon you... Your 
Riches are corrupted, your Gold and Silver is cank- 
er'd, and the Ruſt of them ſhall be a Witneſs againſt. 
you. Go ye | Curſed into everlaſting Fire, prepar'd 
for the: Devil and bis Angels. As for you who 
have Opportunities of hearing the Word of God, it is 
your Duty to obſerve: and practiſe it, and not to be 
Hearers only. Whatſoever Things: g were written 
aforetime were written for your Learning, and the 
Uſe you are to make of them, is to read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digeſt them. And it will be ex- 
pected, that as you have been inſtructed in them, 
you ſhould be able to give an Account of them. 
The End of Knowledge is Practice; if ye know your 
Duty, happy are ye if ye do it; if not, you ſhall 
be beaten ** with many Stripes. I you are conſtant 
and regular at the; Throne of Grace, you may de- 
pend upon AN, Mercy, |||| and finding Grace 
to help in Time of Need. Great will be your. Reward 
in Heaven, for what you have done here upon 
Earth. But, on the other Hand, ſhou'd the Reverſe 
of this be imputed to you, ſhould that be the Caſe, 
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repent 


N 

repent 3 in Time; for, depend upon it, the Wa ges * 
of Sin ts Death; the ſure and certain Gee 
will be the bitter Pains Eternal Death, and ever 
lafling Chains under "meſs r the  Fridgment 
2 = great Day. 

Let me then frioully belddch: and euneuy ex- 
bort you, to. be diligent to now, and careful to per 


form your Duty. Conſider in this you your Dey the 
Thrngs + that ſo much . to your Ming 
Peace, 0 they are hid from your Eyes, And 14 
me beg of „not to draw upon yourſelves the 
Puniſhment of thoſe worthy” \ Wretches in the 
Gope, [| who went one to his Farm, and another 
Merchandize ; one in Purſuit of the Profits, 
the other the Pleaſures of Life; one pretending the 
, the other the Conveniency of Abſence; 
till at laſt they were finally and irrecoverably exclud- 
ed from the Matriage Feaſt of the Great King: And 
this reminds me of what I propos'd, Fourfthly and 
Laſtly, to conclude with a Word or two of Advice, 
ſuch as J apprehend may be proper for me to give, 
and abſolutely neceflary for you to take. 

Tu F Things in particular, during my ſhort Stay 
among you, have requir d ef you, and now, at my 
parting with you, I pray you de — 1 me them mt. In 
the Firſt Place, you know: I have endeavour'd, to 
the utmoſt of my Power, to bring you to a juſt 
Senſe of your Daty in Relation to Receiving the 
Sacrament. . 

You have often band me upon that particular | 
Subject; I have given you the o platnbdt the moſt 
— Reaſons It hink that could have been 
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EY 
urg d why. you ſhould. receive it; have  ſhewr yo 
the abfolute Neceſſity of it; and have likewviſe = 
ſwer d (and that upon the beſt Authority, as I. told 
you) all the Objections that you yourſelves have 
made to it. One wou'd have imagin'd, that after 
all this, ſo ing might have been done. But 1 


cannot ſay, that I have ſucceeded as I expected. 


But I with I could. I hope my Succeſſor will; and 
may he finiſh with a more able and maſterly 
Hand the imperfect Structure of his leſs able Prede- 
ceſſor —— One Thing however L i fay, Which is, 
ſo far from being entitled to the Reward, that unleſs 
you do Communicate, you'll hardly deſerve even the 
Name of Chriſtians. wt ax os 
Some indeed there are (and with great Pleaſure 
have I obſervd it) who are conſtant and regular 
Communicants, and, I believe, live, as if they were 


every Day to Communicate. Go on and proſper, + 


.you'll one Day reap the Fruit of this your Labour, 
be * bleſſed in your Deed, and happy, beyond Ex- 
preſſion, in a glorious Immortality That all af 
you would Grouſe conſider this Matter, is my farſt, 
my earneſt Requ ad Panic C:©45; indo 
- "The other is, that when you . come to Church, 
which, I am glad to fay, many of you regularly do, 
that then you would be ſo good as to reflect, where 
you are, What you are about, and not (as the + 
Manner of ſome is) behave indecently or ureverent- 
ly : For, this will fruſtrate your Deſign in comi 
and render, (as I have often told you) your Att 
ance ineft: uh | 

Remember then the Charge which St. Paul gave 
his Corenthians, Let all Things be done: decently 
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and in Order; and whenever you meet at the Houſe 
of God, be aſſur d that he 3 is then particularly pre- 
ſent with you; — in the Midſt of you; —ſees all 
your Actions, and ſearches all your Thoughts. He 
who was your Creator, and is to be vol Judge, 
at that Inſtant, ſpieth out all your Ways; will abun- 
dantly reward you if you behave yourſelves as you 
ſhould do; will puniſh you to all Eternity, if you 
light and affront Surely this Reflection ſhould 
reſtrain you ; ſurely 1 it ſhould” prevent: oy” looſe Car- 
riage, or trifling Behaviour. 

Now Hrelbren, I commend you to God, and to 
the Word of his Grace, which is able to build you 
up, and to give you an Inheritance among all them 
nohich are ſanctiſied. 

The Time will come God knows how ſoon) 
when I ſhall be called upon to give an Account of 
my Miniſtry, and you for the Uſes you have made 
of jt. God Almighty grant that both of us may 
T give up our Accounts with Joy, and not with 
Grief—On my Part, *tis my Comfort, that I 
have declar'd to you, according to my Ability, (mean 
indeed it is) 1 I knew of the whole Counſel 
of God. Upon you I conceive it is incumbent, that 
you receive 0. the Grace of God in vain — then 
T have I ever found 2 * in your Sight, i you 
|| have ever inclind your Ears to the W rd, of my 
Mouth, let theſe (and the laſt I ſhall ever ſpeak 
to you in my preſent Capacity) ſink deep into your - 
Hearts; there let them have a oy Wen, and 
a a laſting, I nfluence. 
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nee Ser Gud whovjc N ＋ * Gant pur. 
tbe Pre- 
© {ence of your moſt Holy Fuape ; that Pre ence, Lo 
28 7 ol = Da uy | 2 all the 
< Pompof Heaven, the | Convulſions an 
d exprring: World,” ro attend and to awaken." you. 
So behave in every Circu Lie, bat 
yon may have" no Nauen to dra rh End of 
it. ingine tbe Daum of the 1 tremendous 
Day to be breaking” in upon you; you'; your ſelves Juſt 
« awaking from the Sleep 5 Death, and preparing 
© fo bear your reſpettive Parts in that ſolemn Audit: 
« Think. what . you then would give, or what you 
* wwould not be content to part with, for the An- 
e ver of a good Conſcience to the ſeveral 9: weries of 
9 Jour awful Fudge. What you may = lament 

* wp! th weeping and wail ng and gnaſbing of Teeth, 

* otth fruitleſs, 25 ears, and Anguiſh f 59 incxpreſſ- 
e bs and Inſupportable, you may now, I you pleaſe, 


“ confader_t0: the Purpoſe ; and by a due Improve- 
2 hr ch s fingle Thought may be wiſe for Eternity, 
* and for ever.“ 


Finally 1 . farewell: May the Father 
of Mercies, and God of all Comfort ever protect and 
defend you, lead you into the right Way, and keep 
you there. May you be ever PP. bleſt with the 
unſpeakable Joys of a Conſcience here, and 
everlaſtingly rewarded for it hereafter. The Lord 
of Peace & givs on | Peace always, by all Means. 
The Lord be with all, —Our * Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ned 0 and God even our Father, which 
bath loved us and hath given us everlaft ng Con- 
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4  " flation"and thro Grace, ＋ 
1 ES an Nat yur in every. ele 
re Work, and by Way of my laſt Advice 


to vou, have always in View the End ef your 
Fart even the Salbation of your Soul: And in 
2 (but 
, ee the former) the + Lord proper you, 1 
P Lord. 
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| | Loren: 
| | come to Church (w ſſibly A 
A. ors the Service Sable got ter? mrs you 


[ have made your Confeſſion, you can have no Pre- 
'$ ' tence to the Benefit of Abſoſution. 


To be Good is to be Happy: 
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Country Curate, 


| _ Jons 29, 1740. 
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10 2 Cor. Ch. 1. V. 12. | 
Our Rejoicing is this, the Teſtimony of our Conſcience. 


HA a good Conſcience is a continual 
II Feaſt, none can deny but thoſe, who don't 
know what a good Conſcience is. Happy 
em the few, who by their Behaviour abroad 
always ſecure a Friend at home. Herein they * - 
rejoice, yea and will rejoice. They do not, becauſe 
they cannot, +. fear ker Man, or the worſt of 
Men, can do unto them. Let Malice rail, or Envy 
traduce, let Ill- nature do its worſt, and wicked Men 
ſhoot out their 4 Arrows, even bitter Words, their 
Efforts are vain, they only ſhew their Weakneſs ; 
they may ſtrike, but they cannot hurt. This is 
the Strength, this is the Glory of a Man, to be al- 
ways upon his Guard, happy in himſelf, indepen- 
dent of others, afraid of no Evil, becauſe conſcious 
of none. Let St. Paul appear before the Council; 
let him have Reaſon ſufficient to ſay that he has 
lived in all \| good Conſcience before God, and before 
them he'll have enough to ſay. Regardleſs of their 
Threats, he will not fear their Inflictions: What 
he ſays indeed may make even a 1 utlge tremble, 
but, what they can ſay to him will ſignify nothing. 
His ** Heart is *flabliſh'd and will not ſbrint, his 
Conſcience is his Witneſs, and the beſt Witneſs that 
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a Man can bring. True Peace of Mind is what this 
World cannot give, and it is likewiſe what it cannot 
take away. As on the one Hand, its Terrors are 
trifling, ſo on the 7 its Joys are tranſient, No 
Man ſhould depend upon .the/one, or in an ee 
fear the + ag oe for ſolid, Aria Brier 
durable Happineſs, a Man muſt look for it at home 
if it is not there, it is no where. Very applicable 
in this Caſe is the Remark of the Roman Orator, 
The Seat of. Happineſs * is in a Man's own Breaſt : 
Every Man muſt neceſſarily be happy, who by pro- 
per Care and the Uſe of proper Means endeavours to 
make and keep himſelf ſo; as a very good + Wri- 
ter has well obſery d, The Quieting of our Paſſions, 
the Government of our Minds; the Exerciſe of 
* Reaſon and the Diſcharge of Cunſcience, the Prac- 
ice f Virtue and the voiding. F Vice, are the 
* only Evidences of. preſent Comfort, and the ſureſt 
© Foundations for everlaſting Felicity,” Our Re- 
joicing is this, the Leſtimom f our Conſctence. | 
Ia the further Handling at the Words before us, 
I ſhall endeavour to prove this Aſſertion, that to be 
good is to be happy; and as the Performance of the 
Duty immediately entitles us to. the Reward of it, a 
very little, I imagine, might recommend it to your 
Practice, and, I ſhould think, ſufficiently enforce the 
Obſervance of it upon your Conſciences. 
Wie cannot but obſerve, for conſtant Experience 
confirms it to us, that in our Purſuits after worldly 


Happineſs, we are generally diſappointed, and ſel- 


dom meet with the deſir'd Succeſs: And no won- 


der; for bad muſt needs be the Superſtructure, 


Nemo poteſt non beatiſſimus eſſe, qui eſt totus aptus ex ſeſe, quiq; 
in ſe uno ſua ponit omnia. — 7. + Dr. Orthodoxas: | 
R Cl where 


(3. 
where the Foundation is weak ——St. Peter was 
miſtaken, (and therefore. by the Way, not infallible), 
it is not god for * t to be here. The more we: 
like ark ot of Reſidence, the ſooner we ſhould. 
leave.it ; 151 mote enticing the Bait, the greater the 
Danger. But- this is owing to our Want of judg- 
ment. If we ſeriouſly conſider theſe Things, we ſhall 
find that there is 23 107 no Temptation at all. The 
greateſt Honours that this World can give, are but 
ima „Phantoms and Shadows, the tranfient. 
Illufions of a pleaſing Dream. The more we de- 
pend upon them, the more they'll deceive wy the 
greater our Confidence, . the * our Ruin. 
may. come to us in Sheeps + Cloathing; but pen 
upon it, th are inwardly. ravening Wolves. They 
may promiſe us Liberty, but the only Way to be; 
free indeed, is to be free from them. Why then 
could we. + ſpend Money for that whi ry is nat 
Bread, and our Labour for that which ſatisfieth. 
not. No Man in his Senſes would do this, would 
exchan 5.5 and laſting Pleaſure, for as certain 
and as . 3 which is exactly the State of the 
Caſe — 15 ere is nothing but os truly worth 
fecking,, nothing but the Favour of God can make 
ys tru Great, The only Way to be happy here, 
is to ſtudy to be ſo Neale; a but, F in this Life. 
only we have Hope. in Chriſt, wwe are of all Men. 
moſt miſerable ——»* We may talk of Pleaſures and 
« Enjoyments,” (faid a ꝙ Great Man of our Church) 
*© but no Man ever yet found them, till he became 
* acquainted with God.” And how ſhould it be = 
otherwiſe ? The Thing ſpeaks i itſelf, Where — | 
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we go for Peace, but to the Author of Peace? 
Where ſhould we apply for Happineſs, but to the 
Fountain and Foundation of all Happineſs, God 
and his Service? Surely eur Hearts ſhould there be 
fied, for there and there only true Foys are to be 

_ Ft RN 

1 There never was an Inſtance I believe of any one 
Man, who repented 5 berech . foe #requc'h 
Many have repented, and (I very heartily too, 
that they 2 5 ch d. che Natiin of the Goſ- 
pel Injunctions, that a Compliance with them muſt 
neceſſarily ſecure our real Intereſt: Great is the 
Peace that they have who love God's Law, * and they 
are not offended at it, They cannot but approve its 
Precepts, and have nothing to do but to follow its 
Directions. Bleſſed are they that keep + his Teftimo- 
nes, and ſeek him with their whole Heart. I Give 
us but Underſtanding, and the immediate Conſe- 
quence will be, that we ſhall keep thy Law; they 
are without || Underſtanding that work Wickeadneſs ; 
they act directly in Oppoſition to themſelves, and 
ſtudy to be miſerable. e cannot but allow, that 
in all Caſes, he muſt be the moſt competent Judge 
of any Matter, who has made the faireſt Tryal of 
it. It is faid of David, that he was a Man after 
God's own Heart, Now if we look into the Beha- 
viour of this Great Man, we ſhall obſerve, that he 
never could commit any one Sin, but it carried with 
it its own Puniſhment, Let him (for Inſtance) lie 
with Bathſbeba, ſeduce at that Time the innocent 
Wife of the honeſt Uriah. When he comes to 
reflect upon this, the immediate Conſequence will 
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be, there is no Health in my Fleſb, 2 * thy 
Dif lea ire; neither is 2 any Reſt in my Bones, 


Reaſon Sin. My Tears have + been 
2 Rc for . Night. | "He may do this Thing 
ach, . the Enormity of it ſhall be exper 
before all Tfrael + and bef the Sm. | 

On the other Hand, ſet him behave' himſelf as | 
he ſhould” do, like a good. as well as ' great Min; | 
let his Conſcience approve his Conduct, and his 4 
Ways pleafe the Lord, and he'll make || even his Ene- | 
mies to be at Peace with" him: Then, $ Songs of | 
Deliverante ſhall proclaim his great Bene tor, and iv 
Hymns of Joy celebrate his Maker's Praiſe. Take** the 
Pſalm, bring hither the Tabret, the merry Harp with 

Lute. For thou || j Lord 2 made me glad thro 4 
thy Works; and I will rejoice in giving Praiſe, for 
the Operations of thy Hands. Thy Grace has enabled 
me to do my Duty, and now I feel the bleſſed Ef- 
fects of ity 44 vill T praiſe thee and thy Faith 
fulneſs O Go „playing up 2 t an Inſtrument of 
Mufick, unto thee will I upon the Harp, O thou 
Holy One of Iſrael. My Lips 5 wil be ings when [ 
# 4 thee, and ſo will my thou haſt 
Aue, ed. Such is thy he ory and ſo great at 
been thy M works me, that I can never praiſe 
thee enough, the utmoſt Extent of Gratitude can- 
not - near. thee. O Jing SF Praiſes, fing Praiſes 
unto our God, O. fing Praiſes, fins Praiſes to our. 
King. This is the Language of the good Man, and 
this the very ++ Foy of his Heart. Happen what it 
will, che [$1] ' Praiſes of God ſhall be in his Mouth. 
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duppoſe him, with to Circumſtances, in the- 
meaneſt, the moſt 3 and the moſt diſoonſo- 
late Condition, 


Lone him hereav- 
ed of Friends, — oh Deſigns, and 
in ſhort in the utmoſt Diſtreſs. With this me- 
lancholy Proſpect all around him, thele Claude of 
Darkneſs hanging over him, what can he do? 
What Scheme can he form? What Remedy can be 
W of equal to ſo a Diſorder. ?— { 
really at firſt the Caſe hard; Great are bis 
an * but. the. Lord: will deliver him. out of 
all, I there + % Balm, in Gilead ?' Is, there no 
Phyſician there? Yes ſurely, ſerious I — way | 
proper Reflections will make every Thing cafy,—— 
Tis true indeed, his Friends forſake him, oy he 
has one Friend upon Earth, and a. much better. 
Friend in Heaven, who will never leave him, nor 
forſake him. This he knows, this he is aſſur d of, 
and this will enable him to extract ſweet from bit 
ter, and Comfort from the darkeſt Viciſſitudes of 
* was Again; but per his Friends 
may not forſake him, they may be Friends indeed, 
ſincere and faithful, but it may pleaſe God to take 
them from him; and in this Caſe, how will he 
behave? Without murmuring, without the leaſt: 
Diſcontent ; calm and ſerene will his Behaviour bg. | 
The Lord gave and the, Lord hath taken away, . 
and bleſſed be the Name of the Lard. In this Man- 
ner will he reflect, and no Evil ſhall proceed out of 
his Mouth; no unjuſt Com laint, —— of Sor- 
row ſhall at all diſcompoſe Hel be thankful, 
even for the little Time he enjoy d them, and 
think himſelf happy that he did not not loſe (ether — 
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us now confider him as lying on the Bed of Sick- 


hes; and (like I/ael) bowing himſelf upon the Bed's 


Head, Like I/rael too he'll be eaſy and compos d, his 
Faith will overcome his Fears, fully ſatisfy d that 
as he has liv'd, ſo he ſhall die unto the Lord. 
At the Approach of Death, there is certainly Gangs 
thing very ſhocking to human Nature. Soul and 
Body, ſuch cloſe, ſuch intimate Companions cannot 
part without ſome Reluctance, will not be disjoin'd 
and ſeparated without ſome Difficulty. Itwas this that 
made a very good · Man once declare, juſt upon expir- 
ing © That he could not but confeſs that be felt ſome 
* kttle Degrees of Pain, but his Pain was nothing 
* ſo extraordinary as his Hopes: And this will be 
the Caſe of every good Man, when he comes to 
die. Reflections upon a Life well-ſpent, a Conſci- 
ence void of Offence, and a Ho > full of Immor- 
tality, will enable a Man to his Infirmities 
be they ever ſo great, to bear up under his Pains 
be they ever ſo acute. This is the Vicłory that 
overtometh + the World, even our Faith. This is 
the only Cordial that can revive a drooping Spi- 


rit, the || one Thing needful, the only Thing abſo- 


lutel y neceſſary to give Comfort and Courage” at the 
Hour of Death. 
It has been obſerv'd, that Books have made Ck. 
= 27 woes of Death, but when the: Time 
ſpeaking, their Courage fails them. 
Valeſ 4h been well acquainted with the 
Book of Life, unleſs bow have been wiſe to true 
and laſti P ſes, made a timely Security 
of their immortal and better Part, they oder 
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Know will profit them nothing. Inſtead. of 
* will only ſerve to encreafe their Sor- 
row, to add Fewel to the Flame; and to make 
their Pain exceeding painful. | 
It is very certain (to uſe a very familiar Expreſſion) 

that in general Knowledge is no Burden ; and it is 
as certain, that all Knowledge is ſuperficial, but 
true Knowledge. St. P aul, no doubt of It, was Aa 
very learned Man, and yet he declares that he de- 
termin'd to know nothing ſave Feſus Chriſt and him 
crucified. His other Knowledge might be of Ser- 
vice to him upon particular Occaſions ; but this, 
be well knew, would always ſtand. him in the 
greateſt Stead, and in all Caſes whatever be the 
_ greateſt Comfort and Support to him.  * deter- 
| min d, (ſays he) not to know any Thing among yon, 
| fave Feſus Chriſt and him crucified, 1 plainly per- 
ceive, and am fully convinced, that all other Know- 
ledge is trifling in Compariſon of | this, This is 
the thing that is right, and this will bring a 
Man Peace at the laſt. Accordingly, at his firſt 
ſetting out, he came not to. his Corinthians with 
Excellency of Speech or of Wiſdom, I declaring unto 
them the Teſtimony of God, No; his Speech. and 
bis, Preaching || were not with enticing Words of 
Man's Wiſdom, but in Demonſtration of the Spirit 
and , | Power ; and the Reaſon was, that heir 
Faith might not fland in the Wiſdom of Men, but 
in the Power of God. In another Place, and at 
another Time, he adviſes the Romans 770 be w21/e 
unto that which & is good, and fimple concerning 
Evil. To be wiſe in the ſtricteſt Senſe of the 
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W Wiſe PA” of -Yog und like the Man 
2 "Yhoroughly Furniſhe 4 — good N —4 
He gives it as # very extraordinary Character of 
Timpthy, that from 4 Child he "bud known the Holy | 
e Well that that 
bs che better for; would make him a 
2 able to do Good 
Him for the Reward of it here- 
knew expefimentally, that the 
Corrine — the Promiſes of God, would 
be abundantly able to refreſh his Soul, when no- 
en and therefore it is, that he ſo em- 
charges him above all Things, ning}. 
Rath and + gd of rence. O Tinh hy 
| which is 1 to thy Treft. 17 
2 on to © thy ne. Ys — 1 
ger 1 In ſhort, 


. to do thy „and then 
A ical a fail of being * fp tter Advice 


cannot give thee, better Advice thou can'ſt not 
take. IIe calls him his own I Son in the Faith, 
and ſeerns, in all Reſpects to regard him, even as @ 
Father" the Son in I whom be delighteth. Timothy 
travel d many Years with St. Paul, and by that 
| Means, as a farther Encouragement, every Day 
ſaw that very Behaviour which St. Paul had re- 
commended to him, The Conſequence of which 
Behaviour was, when St. Paul came to die, and 
the Time of bis Departure was at Hand, 
| inſtead of being afraid, he de es tt to depart. 
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Rated above the World by ta juſt Senſe df his 
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Immortality; indifferent to the Terrors and Satis 
Actions of Life, and regardleſs of the Power of 
Death, he triumphs in the Arguments and Proſ- 
„ e and even antecedent to his 
iflolution, anticipates the Reward of a glorious 
Futurity. Death could not terrible to him, 
fince it could only rob him of that which he was 
prepar'd to part with, and even begg d to exchange 
for that Kingdom which his Conduct here, he well 
knew, would ſecure to him the Enjoyment of here- 
after. I know * whom I have behev'd, and I am 
ferſwaded that he is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto him.” I have + fought a good Fight, 
T have finiſhd my Courſe, I have kept the Faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous Fudge 
ſhall give me at that Day. 9-43 e ht 
-  O triumphant Innocence]! O impregnable Vir- 
tue! How art thou wanted in the Day of Diſtreſs, 
in the needful Time of Trouble! How faint and 
languid is eve y Comfort without thee 
Thou art the Phyſician of the Soul; in all Caſes of 
Extremity, the only preſent Help, the only fure 
unerring Guide, GRIEF: | SETS 8 
Mark the perfect } Man and bebold the upright, 
for the End of that Man is Peace. He, he only 
has Courage to ſuſtain the Shock; he has Strength 
for the laſt Rencounter ; he has Virtue to ſecure the 
Victory. Happy Man! Enter into the Foy of t 
E Gel on the Ern abe 7 4 
Virtues to all Eternity. Fools may bave ¶ accounted 
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* 2 Tim. 1.12. Þ+ 2 Tin. 4. 5,8. 
YI Wid.s. 4. 


En 
Madneſs, and thy Wale adde eg 


17 Life b 
But how art. 
Gad, unu thy Lot is among the. Saints, Happy + 
are the People tbat are in ſuch a Caſe, yea te ſed 
are tie Poople -who bave the Lord for their ( | 


out Hope. 
ment will be greater than be can bear... 3 
of his Guilt and uneaſy. in — deſerving no 
Favour, and therefore expectin 
that wy oa — that 
im. S0 {a dat of Sa 


= "ow 6 $ will ſlay. 
the wicked flee 


when no.\'** Man purſueth, but N Righteous on 
dt bold as a Lion. Very different is their Carri- 


age, becauſe their Conduct is ſa. 


Had Zimri Peace who ew his May r? No 


— As he committed the Fact, he'll el the Ef-. 
foct. He did tbat which anus evil in the Sight of 
the Lord, and was therefore cut off in bis Iniguity. 


As he had no Right to reign at all, his Reign was 


ſhort; +» He reign'd but ſeven Days, and then burnt 
himſelf in that very Palace which: he had unlaw- 
fully uſurp'd; uneaſy, no doubt. af it, at what he 
had done, and unable to bear the heavy Load of an 
upbraiding Conſcience. Well did a e long 
ago obſerve, that it as impgſible for q wicked 141 


Man to be happy: In another Place he gives his 


Reaſon- for it; his Conſcience won't let him reſt; ' 


= Wi 4 f 144. 1 77 7 "| 1/ai. 2 21. 
zu 4 2 * Eh, fo £1485 JF "Ex News 
e Flix. elix.— ww. Sat. 4. | 


thou numbred with the Children: of 


But, as. for the 4: Ungodly it it not ſo with them. 
They are ke the || "froub iS meme came rg, | 
Tberr it ub Peace ſaith mn God to the Wicked. 
As they live without T they muſt die with- 


I Cain kills Ris Brother, bis Pumiſb- 


one, he'll ima 


conceałbd. No Evidence +a 


[12] 
he hirnſelf, fays he, fhall be the very Perſon 
[og ring Fs power ee — 
4 71 £0, yet ar 
5 to . — 
had form d their Scheme, and bod agreed t 


1 — of + Conſcience, that Prove — 
evaded ; fo plain their. Guilt,” that it could nat 
ppear d againſt. them, 
and yet their own Mouths condemn'd them. They 
were not able to, refft the N (un and I the Spirit by, 
puts? St. Peter There is no Way of ac- 
ting for this but only (if I may be allow'd the 

Expreſ ) that Truth || will rout ; if a Man will 
wicked, his Conſcience * long. as endure gd 
ell him ie polls | 
To trace this Matter: to its cs Sk 3 and. 
inſtead of many, to enforce what has been hitherto 
obſerv d with only one Inſtance more. How came 
Adam and Eve to know that they were naked? bo. 
told them I that they were naked? They knew they 
—— 1 they knew help: had done what 
no means to have done, and what 

17 have induced them to have done. 

The Conſequence: of which was, that they hid ** 
themſelves. afraid to ſee the Face, or even hear the 
Voice of that God, whom they had ſo grofly abus d. 
And now, from\what has been faid, and in order 
Aan to. apply i it, let us learn this uſeful Leſ- 
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» Prima ft hac R ſe... 
Judice, nemo nocens abſolvitur. Juv. Sat. 1 3. 
+ 44, 5. AA, 6. 10. Fe 5 
prævalebit. $ Gen. 3 11. * 3.8. 
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| members the End, He only can reaforuably' expect 
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fon,” 'Whatgver ur tale in Hand, 


abvays * tg. * 


dueceſs, who — proper Means purſues a proper 
End, and 4) g mean tales heed unto the 
Thing: that: i. mrs This Method will carry a 
Man — down: the Stremu of Providence, 
No Obſtructions will diſquiet him, ub 
alarm his Fears. His inward Serenity will make 
— his Indifference- to Life 
— a 
Man rom | 
He does not Bd 
upon Sands. — Re how a 
and is only ſolicitous to act ho , and to dif- 
charge his Duty faithfully, ' As to the Iſſue or 
— Things, that he leaves to Providence. He 
it only concern'd as to the of his 
Truſt, and, provided his Meaſures have been war- 
rantable, the Conſequence, he well knows, cannot 
make them criz1inal.” The Tor is caſt into the Lap, 
but the + whole Di r 
N Fro 1 in 
emſelves, fo very trifling, in the preſent Cafe, 
—.— not worthy. to be conſider d: We may ob- 
ſerve indeed, that MN 22 very 
t Bleſſing, becau are a Means of doing 
. deal of Good; and the Conſequence — 
Man's doing Gogd to others, is, in Effect, doing 
Good to himelf View them. in any other Light, 
and they are below a wiſe Man's Notice. A Poor 
Man, if he will, may at any Time have a very 
2 Conſcience, ES —— pos 
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aus one. If he could, n at 
particular Times, and upon g Occaſſons, 
would ive all they had in " Werld, 10 buy 
this * Pearl of great Price. But it i ineſtimna⸗ 
ble; none ever knew the Worth of it, but they 
who have it; and they who have it, will never part 
with it. The Son of Syrach, as in all 1 
general, ſo in this in lar, argues very wiſely, 
Whether a Man be rich or poor, if he tho good Heart 
towards the Lord, be ſhall always I rejoice with d 
chearful Countenance ———Thus is our Happineſs the 
Reſult of our Duty, and inſeparable from it. 
Now may we reſt afſur'd, that to be good' is to he 
Angels are happ ier, becauſe they are 
better. To be t wiſe, is to * wiſe fer our ſelves; and 
the only Way to be truly wiſe ourſelves, is to be 
wiſe unto Safvation;# Happy the Man whoſe Duty 
is his Delight, and his God ts Glory. Beautiful is 
that Expreſſion. of Far Auſtin's; © ' Becauſe thou 
* baſt at 72 t Dye 5 Gad) vun Heart can 
F* never glad... = — refts in Thee.” — — 
Thou haſt put us Ina eaſy Way of bein 
py; becnule Thou haft given — irs and x Sex 
Promiſes, and haſt: Speed Thyſelf as the: only 
adequate Object of our Happinefs,**Miſerable muſt 
we be, if after all this, e omed y $ great Sal- 
vation. 

| Let us not abuſe the Means of onde, but let us 
rather by a proper, regular Behaviour, improve by 
Grace, what is deſign'd to be compleated in Glory. 

The R. Are * mull conſider #his and | rejoi ce, and 
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' the Mouth of all Wickedneſs 1 he fopp d. Who 
16 * 71 Fee theſe Te cf they ſhall 2 
the Lovin 2 eſs 0 of the Lord. O taſte and 
2 ber the 72 is good, Lale is the Man that 
trufteth in Him. 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons and One Eternal 
God be aſcrib'd, as is moſt ſtrictly due, all Glory 
and Honour and Praiſe now and ever. Amen. 
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AGE 15, Line 8. read I wiſh I could. But I bope 4 

my Succeſſor will. P. 16. I. 12. read And now Bre- 

thren. IL. 28, dele and. — SER M. II. p. 2. I. 15. read 
and the Government of our Minds. 
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